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science is only an act of unreflecting and irra-
tional weakness. It marks the disorder and not
the harmony of our souls. Like a well-regulated
weapon, goodness does not flash without a cause.
Exercised blindly, it may create some benefit, but
its action also produces misfortune; it may aid
the strong against the weak; it abases the humble
and passes suffering misery with indifference.

Plutarch relates that the inhabitants of Asia
Minor were reduced to slavery for the sole reason
that they did not know how to say: No. A sad
example of the effects of goodness through weak-
ness. Goodness which is really worthy of the
name is always sensible.

VI. We say innate goodness, but it is chiefly
acquired. It grows and perishes in our consciences.
Divine in its beauty, goodness nevertheless remains
human. It would be necessary to introduce it
into souls where it is lacking, and it would require
developing where it is only a germ. It would
need directing toward worthy subjects, and it
would also need to be turned away from things
which would make it lose its dignity. A course of
goodness in the high schools for the practice of
youthful minds! The idea seems paradoxical.
The paradox is often only a truth of the future.
Let us wish it to triumph. Above all, let us wish